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“Elijah, a man of like passions”— James 5:17 
 
INTRODUCTION:  There is a tendency to put the prophets and apostles up on pedestals 
and think of them as perfect men. We fail to see them as men with the same 
weaknesses as we have.  James reminds us that all though Elijah had power with God in 
prayer and was used of God greatly he still had weakness.  This should be an 
encouragement to us.   Elijah was a man “subject to like passions as we are”.  
 

I. Elijah’s great experiences: 
A.  He stood and defied the most powerful man in the nation. 

—I Kings 17:1   (He faced Ahab and Jezebel.) 
B.  He had his needs met in some very unusual ways. 
 1.  Fed by ravens.—I Kings 17 

2.  Cared for by the widow of Zarephath. 
  C.  Raised the widow’s son from the dead.—I Kings 17.  
  D.  He experience great victory over the 450 prophets of Baal on 

       Mt Carmel.—I Kings 18. 
E.  He had a great experience with God in a cave. 
F.  He was caught up in a chariot to heaven.—II Kings 2. 
G.  He was with Jesus on the Mt. of Transfiguration.—Matt. 17:3 (They   
      talked about Jesus coming death.—Luke 9:31) 
H.  He will be one of the two witnesses during the Great Tribulation. 
      —Rev. 11:5-6 and Matt. 17:10-11. 

 
II. Lessons Elijah had to learn. 

A. It takes the valley to prepare us for the Mountain top.—I Kings 17 & 18. 
1. Elijah had to experience the brook drying up before he could go 

to the Mountain top. 
2. Elijah had to learn to trust God completely. 

B. God’s supply never gives out for those who give Him their all. 
         —I Kings 17:16. 
C. There is work to be done before the blessing.—I Kings 18.  (Elijah had to 

build the altar before the fire came down!) 
D. We are most susceptible to Satan’s attack after great victories. 
          —I Kings 19 (The juniper tree experience.) 
E. God speaks in a still small voice most of the time.—I Kings 19 (The cave 

experience.) 
F. We are not the only one living for God.—I Kings 19:14-18. 

 
CONCLUSION:  Elijah was a man of like passions as we are.  He had many lessons to 
learn during his ministry.  He experienced the valley as well as the mountain top. So 
must we! 


